
On 5 & 6 Nov 07, Minnesota-based
moving light provider Ruehling
Associates Inc. (RAI) celebrated
25 years in the business with a
two-day open house that was like
a Christmas wish list showcase for
Lighting Designers.

The event highlighted their entire line of products and
services, including a large moving light rig with a
sampling of almost all of their intelligent fixtures, a
large display of LED products, scrollers, color changers,
and the complete line of Hog consoles. Ruehling also
showcased their digital lighting inventory of DL.1 and
DL.2 fixtures and media servers doing edge-blending,
live video switching, and laser-like aerial effects.

Their classroom featured individual product displays of
their LED products - including fixtures, strings, and
tubes - as well as a demo area for their new entry -
level console, the Road Hog. It also included a lounge
area where visitors could sit and watch a 15-minute
slideshow loop of projects completed over the past 25
years, many of them highlighted by wysiwyg renderings.

Travis Slyter, Digital Media & Lighting Designer/ Sales
Support & Marketing at Ruehling spoke to us about the
event, the company’s history, and his wysiwyg
experience. Hired two years ago to launch the new
department of digital lighting and design services, Travis
has 12 years of experience in broadcast television and
corporate/education video production. His wysiwyg
and virtual design background have helped RAI to
expand their production and programming services to
include computer-aided drafting and design, design,
pre-cueing, and even complete off-line programming for
turn-key solutions.

Travis is also counting on using his background in
educational media and technical training to help the
company provide hands-on training and to minimize the
amount of rental inventory required to conduct
training sessions.

Q: Congratulations on marking 25 years. Was the
open house a success?

A: We were very pleased with the event and it was a
nice way to wrap up another busy year. We look
forward to the New Year and the new
opportunities it will bring to continue existing
partnerships and develop new relationships, some
of which were kindled at this spectacular event.
Our warehouse featured a 31' x 9" widescreen video
system, a 24' x 12" fiber optic drape, a demo of our
outdoor enclosures for our moving lights, a
hazer/fogger demo and another refreshment area. 

Our service center featured a recreation of SMPTE-
triggered LED system we recently designed and
programmed for a tradeshow booth. Finally my
office housed the programming suite featuring the
WholeHog III and wysiwyg. The two-day event drew
independent designers, techs, and stage hands
from across the region, as well as staff members
from about 30 different companies and
organisations. I’d say it was a success!

Ruehling Associates Team
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Q: Why did you decide to hold such a big event?

A: We try to host two or three demos or open houses
a year in addition to a lot of informal customer- or
product-specific demos. Usually we highlight a
particular type of technology. For example, last
spring we did an all-LED demo. However, for this
event we wanted to celebrate our 25th anniversary
by showing off our newly remodeled front offices
and service center and also to introduce some of
our newer services to our customer base. 

We’ve noticed that local attendance at LDI is down
when it's held in Orlando like it was this year,
mostly due to the timing (the Orlando date
conflicts with a lot of our clients as they are
already in Christmas productions or rehearsals). So,
in 2005, we did an open house and showcased the
new DL.2 and Studio Command fixtures from High
End Systems (HES) just prior to LDI. Since HES
wasn’t attending LDI this year, we again had new
products to show and saw an opportunity to reach
both those who were not able to attend LDI and
those who were attending but would be unable to
see new HES products like the Showgun and
Road Hog.

We also wanted to showcase some of our "custom"
products and services which we feel separate us
from other "dry hire" rental houses. These include
our digital lighting and design services as well as
some custom hardware and case solutions for some
of our rental and sales products include cases for
HES fixtures, CK Led fixtures, and Axon and Catalyst
media server packages. We are also trying to
expand our design services to include 2D and 3D
CAD, paperwork creation, photo renderings, pre-
cuing, and turn-key programming solutions.

Q: Is this where wysiwyg helps your business, in the
design services area?

A: wysiwyg is key to so many areas of our business!
One our biggest rental and design/programming
markets is local dance studios. We have several
clients who use the same space for annual recitals
each spring, so I created a 3D version of the high
school auditorium that hosts several recitals and I
use wysiwyg to configure a lighting system that is
flexible and scalable for all the clients using the
space. Each studio has a run of rehearsals followed
by the shows, which run back to back, so again I
use wysiwyg to plan logistics to maximise efficiency
and flexibility during these changeovers. 

I also create renderings and important custom
images of painted backdrops to give clients a
preview of what various rental packages will look
like so they can choose between different
equipment options and price levels. It's much easier
to sell a client on a package if they can see what
elements it will add or subtract when compared to
a different package with a different price tag. It
also helps me plan how a smaller studio’s
configuration will integrate into a larger design and
vice versa. Again, maximum efficiency of space,
equipment, and people on-site is where the
investment in wysiwyg pays off.

I’ve also used wysiwyg as a design tool for some our
digital lighting projects. While the visualisation of
digital lighting products is still limited, wysiwyg has
been very useful in determining fixture placement,
trim heights, projection angles and other logistical
details. Often the client won't request a wysiwyg
drawing or simulation, but we will do it in-house
just to help us iron out details. We have found it
really saves time and on-site labor costs.
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A: Finally we’ve also used wysiwyg to create turn-key
programming packages. We have some clients that
have very limited time in the venue and/or they
have limited programming knowledge. We’ll create
their venue and rig in wysiwyg and then pre-
program scenes and cue lists using our Hog
consoles. The lighting designer literally walks into
the venue with their show already created. They
simply adjust the position pallets for the moving
lights, maybe tweak a few timing settings, and
they’re ready to go.

We can also create submasters and groups for them
ahead of time so they have live tools to use should
they need to improvise. Those designers have the
added bonus of being able to see their work and
send renderings to their clients. Again, they are
often able to upsell customers on different
equipment or packages by showing them
enhancements. For example, we sold a custom gobo
package to a client because their customer was
able to see how much they added to project in
wysiwyg and visually quantified the financial cost of
the upgrade.

Q: Any other wysiwyg features that have helped you
out in the past?

A: We also use wysiwyg to get the most out of our on-
site training sessions. A couple of weeks prior to
the open house, we had a demo suite set up in the
center of my office for a training class for
University of Wisconsin theater students. The
students were doing an intro class on the Hog 3
console family, and we were able to split them into
two groups. The first group did programming
tutorials in the actual showroom and the second
group did them in the wysiwyg. This group would
just transfer show files from one console to the
other when it came time to play them back in the
showroom. This setup really helped maximise their
time during a tight two-day weekend workshop. It
also allowed more students to get their hands on
the console. We were able to get every two or
three students on their own desk, a number that
would have doubled if it weren’t for wysiwyg. The
class would have been far less practical. For the
open house, we just kept the wysiwyg studio
configured in an open room so that customers
could come in and experiment with either the Hog
III or wysiwyg or both.

It’s important for the rig to be
flexible and changeovers to go
smoothly.  wysiwyg helps
with both.

Q: How did you get started with wysiwyg?

A: I became familiar with wysiwyg in 2003 through my
brother who, at the time, was working as a
technical director for a large church and also doing
some freelance lighting/design and programming for
some Christian music groups on the side. He was
using wysiwyg to precue his programming off-site
and would then touch up his focus points at the
venue. He had a very simple set-up with a Hog 500
console interfaced to a PC running wysiwyg via a
wyg-it box. He would get photos and architectural
drawings of the venues ahead of time and then
create the venue and rig. Then he would listen to
demo recordings of the music and program the
entire concert ahead of time.

I was running FOH sound for one of the groups he
was lighting and I was amazed at the complexity of
programming he was able to achieve with relatively
little time at the venue. Once he showed me "his
secret" I was blown away. I had taken architectural
drafting classes in high school and had done
set/scene design for both stage and studio by hand
for several years. The idea that you could design a
venue, rig and set in 3D space fascinated me. The
ability to see the creative results of your lighting
design and programming ahead of without having to
rent rehearsal space, equipment, and labour
seemed ground breaking.
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A: In 2004, I was hired as the Lighting Designer and
Production Manager for a small private university.
We had two permanent venues and several seasonal
spaces used for concerts, theater performances,
and other events. In addition to all of the campus
events we also functioned as road house-style
performing arts center hosting national touring
productions. We housed everything from concerts
and off-Broadway plays to comedians and even a
Russian circus.

I purchased wysiwyg for the school's event
production department to help manage all the
changeovers and create paperwork for our house
plots to give to my student tech crews. I also used
wysiwyg to virtually test different lighting
configurations prior to hanging and patching the
actual lights. I learned the basics of paperwork and
design modes during that time and was really
pleased with the ability to create concepts
(scenes) without a console right in the software
and experiment with different looks. wysiwyg
greatly improved the efficiency of my student
crews and allowed me to continually update our
house plots and paperwork to keep pace with the
incredibly demanding production schedule.

Q: So how did you go from university productions to
designing open houses at Ruehling?

A: I joined Ruehling Associates Inc. in 2005 and, shortly
thereafter, we purchased a Wholehog III from HES,
which came bundled with wysiwyg CE. Once I
started exploring the Live mode and actually
programming in real space, I saw the full potential
of the software as a design and training tool. Almost
immediately we upgraded to the full version of
Perform and began using it to reconfigure our on-
site showroom and create renderings of upcoming
projects to use in sales presentations to some of
our production clients.

wysiwyg powering the Ruehling Associates Open House

A: My first use of wysiwyg was to create a virtual
version of our showroom, a 25' x 50' multi-purpose
facility that we often reconfigure for open house
events, training workshops, programming and
production system assembly, and rental/service
testing and inspection. Having an accurate 3D
model of the space helps us experiment with our
different layouts so we make the best use of space,
labor, and equipment.

Since much of the equipment we use in the
showroom is our rental stock, most of the gear is
often out on shows and continually coming in and
out of the room, which makes programming and
design opportunities short and unpredictable. It’s
important for the rig to be flexible and changeovers
to go smoothly. wysiwyg helps with both. Since I
have created the virtual showroom in wysiwyg, I
have updated it several times and we are in the
process of remodeling and redesigning for some
future events.

Ruehling Associates 25th Anniversary Open House,Lighting Display

Q: Do you have any future plans for wysiwyg?

A: Our future plans for wysiwyg include creating some
training workstations to use during console training
and setting up wysiwyg for customers to rent for
programming and pre-cueing their own events. We
also hope to do more turn-key programming
solutions and offer drafting services to existing
wysiwyg customers.

We have many clients who love to use wysiwyg for
pre-cueing, but they don't have the time or
knowledge to create the venue and draw the rig.
We can offer them drafting services, a programming
suite, and event console rentals to pre-program
their projects. I’m looking forward to integrating
wysiwyg into more of our projects and services in
the future.

For more information, visit www.ruehlingassoc.com.

http://www.ruehlingassoc.com/


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /CalGrayProfile (None)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /CropColorImages true

  /CropGrayImages true

  /CropMonoImages true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4F7F75288FD94E9B8BBE7F6E751F6210002000410064006F0062006500200050004400460020658768635E7653EF572851764E2D530562EC5D4C51655F0F75355F71300156FE5C42548C4EA44E9251437D20FF0C4F8B59828D8594FE63A5300188685355548C7FFB8F6C30028FD94E9B002000410064006F0062006500200050004400460020658768637B2654080020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C768489816C423002>

    /CHT <FEFF4F7F752890194E9B8A2D5B9A7522751F5305542B51675D4C5F717247300157165C644EE553CA4E9252D551437D200020002859828D8590237D503001886855AE548C6ED19F20630754116548679C7B49002900207684002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065874EF6300290194E9B002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065874EF682070020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C76F85BB93002>

    /DAN (Brug disse indstillinger til at generere Adobe PDF-dokumenter, som indeholder integrerede film, lag og interaktive elementer som f.eks. hyperlinks, formularer og Overgange. Disse Adobe PDF-dokumenter er kompatible med Acrobat og Adobe Reader 6.0 eller nyere.)



    /ENU (Use these settings to generate Adobe PDF documents that can include embedded movies, layers, and interactive elements such as hyperlinks, forms, and rollovers. These Adobe PDF documents are compliant to Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 or later.)





    /ITA (utilizzare queste impostazioni per generare documenti Adobe PDF che includano filmati, livelli ed elementi interattivi incorporati, ad esempio, link ipertestuali, moduli e rollover. Tali documenti Adobe PDF saranno compatibili con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 o versioni successive.)





    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen voor het genereren van Adobe PDF-documenten die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op mobiele apparaten. Gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)









  >>

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.10000

  /DoThumbnails false

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedJobOptions false

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /EndPage -1

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /HSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

    /QFactor 0.15000

    /VSamples [

      1

      1

      1

      1

    ]

  >>

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /Quality 30

    /TileHeight 256

    /TileWidth 256

  >>

  /LockDistillerParams true

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageMinResolution 150

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning

  /MonoImageResolution 300

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OPM 1

  /Optimize true

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks false

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect true

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0.80000

        0

        0.80000

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles true

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB

      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements true

      /GenerateStructure true

      /IncludeBookmarks true

      /IncludeHyperlinks true

      /IncludeInteractive true

      /IncludeLayers true

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.25000

      /MultimediaHandling /EmbedAll

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0

    0

    0

    0

  ]

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages false

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo false

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

>> setdistillerparams

<<

>> setpagedevice



